
1

From: Spring Branch Speaks <updates@springbranchspeaks.com>
Sent: Friday, April 15, 2011 11:10 AM
To:
Subject: Spring Branch Speaks - Call to Action #3 - Support the Senate Budget

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 

Spring Branch Speaks 
                ... to make our voices heard in Austin. 

 

There are many bills moving around in the Texas House and Senate, but a key step in 
the budget process is under discussion in the Senate.  That is the development of the 
final Senate budget bill. 
  
The Senate Budget 
As we reported earlier, the Senate's proposed budget has $4B in cuts to education (as 
opposed to the $8B cuts recently approved by the Texas House of 
Representatives).  The Senate is currently identifying different revenue sources to 
support this budget number.   
  
SBISD's recent round of cost cutting is based on the Senate's proposed budget.  If the 
final decrease in education funding moves towards the House number (essentially, 
doubling), then SBISD will be forced to slash their budget even more, further 
impacting our classrooms and programs. 
  
The Senate is negotiating now about a list of additional revenue opportunities for our 
State.  Some choices include cost cutting strategies, continuation of various fees, 
stronger collection of existing taxes, and selling unused land.  Let's encourage them to 
be strong while negotiating these hard decisions. 
  
Call to Action - Support the Senate Efforts 
  
Please take 10 minutes and contact the offices of Senator Joan Huffman, 
Senator Dan Patrick, Senator John Whitmire and the Senate President 
Lieutenant Governor David Dewhurst. Tell them you support their proposed 
budget and their efforts to limit education cuts to $4B. 
  
Joan Huffman Joan.Huffman@senate.state.tx.us 512-463-0117 
Dan Patrick Dan.Patrick@senate.state.tx.us 512-463-0107 
John Whitmire John.Whitmire@senate.state.tx.us 512-463-0115 
Lt. Governor Dewhurst Caasi.Lamb@ltgov.state.tx.us 512-463-0001 
  
The Next Step is Conference Committee 
Once the Senate votes on and passes their version of the Texas budget, we expect bill 
activity to speed up.  A Conference Committee will be created made up of senior 
members of the Texas House of Representatives and Senate (this has not happened 
yet) and this Conference Committee will negotiate a final budget.  Bills will be 
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considered to support, adjust, and impact the overall budget.  Ultimately, this 
Conference Committee will have to develop a budget that the House, Senate, and 
Governor approve. 
  
FYI: What bills to watch 
Some of our members have requested information about what bills Spring Branch 
Speaks supports.  Some of the ones we are watching include increasing the cigarette 
tax (potential revenue: $750 million in 2012-2013), a bill reducing sales-tax "timely 
filer discount" (potential revenue: $85.3 million in 2012-2013), and taxation of 
Internet sales for companies that are not paying today (a small portion - potential 
revenue: $16 million). 
  
  
There are also developing bills that return control of local taxes for schools to the 
School Boards instead of to the State Legislature.  Spring Branch Speaks supports the 
return of control to the localities instead of lawmakers in Austin controlling the 
property tax revenue for the entire state.  

 

Thank you for your support of our schools, 
   
Spring Branch Speaks 
Parent-organized community outreach with SBISD in mind. 
  
(Forward this email to your family and friends - ask them to join, too: 
www.SpringBranchSpeaks.com) 
  
Legislative Committee:  

   
David Davenport Pam Goodson 

  
Darci Hubbard Susan Kellner 

  
Valerie Paul Chris Vierra 
 

  
 

 


