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From: Spring Branch Speaks <updates@springbranchspeaks.com>
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2011 3:20 PM
To:
Subject: Spring Branch Speaks - UPDATE & OPPORTUNTIY:  Houston parents work together

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 

Spring Branch Speaks 
                ... to make our voices heard in Austin. 

 

EDUCATION BUDGET STATUS 
As you may have heard, the budget bill approved by the House Appropriations 
Committee this week calls for an $8 billion cut to public education and does not utilize 
any of the Rainy Day Fund for the next two years.  The Senate version, on the other 
hand, calls for cuts of $4 billion to public education and expects to utilize some of the 
Rainy Day Fund. 
  
Spring Branch Speaks hopes the education funding in the final bill more closely 
resembles the Senate committee version. 
 
  
OPPORTUNITY 
We have heard that parent grassroots advocacy initiatives are making an impact with 
legislators, so it is imperative that we keep up our efforts to continue to build out 
collective voice at the state Capitol to show our support for the education of all Texas 
children. 
  
One of the most effective ways to share your views with your legislators is through a 
face-to-face meeting with them - or a staff member - in their office.  With that in 
mind, Spring Branch Speaks has learned of an opportunity for you to work side-by-
side with other Houston parents next week speaking directly to our legislators.  More 
information on meeting with a legislator can be found on our website. 
  
Houston parents are planning a grassroots trip to Austin on Wednesday, 
March 30 to meet with legislators about impending cuts to public education.  The 
message will be to minimize the impact on our children during the current budget 
crisis through the use of things like the Rainy Day Fund, while working to provide the 
necessary funding for our neighborhood schools. 
  
This trip is initiated and organized by an HISD parent group.  People will carpool and 
caravan.  No experience is required, and training will be provided.  This will be an all-
day trip - leaving at 7 a.m. and returning in the evening.  
 
If you would like to participate, there is an email address to collect rsvps at 
texasedfunding@gmail.com.  Please rsvp your name, email, cell number, 
school(s), and address.  It would be ideal if you could also include the names of 
your state representative and state senator.  (That information can be looked 
up here.) Final details including where to meet to carpool will be sent early next week. 
  
If you cannot go on this trip to Austin, there will be future 
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opportunities.  Spring Branch Speaks expects to organize a few visits to the 
State House during this legislative session to make sure our voices are heard. 
  

 

Thank you, 

Spring Branch Speaks 
Parent-organized community outreach with SBISD in mind. 
  
Legislative Committee:  
David Davenport          Pam Goodson 
Darci Hubbard             Susan Kellner 
Valerie Paul                Chris Vierra  
  

  
 

 

 


