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From: Spring Branch Speaks <updates@springbranchspeaks.com>
Sent: Monday, March 21, 2011 11:31 AM
To:
Subject: Spring Branch Speaks - Legislative Update

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  

 

Spring Branch Speaks 
                ... to make our voices heard in Austin. 

 

Dear Spring Branch Speaks Member: 
  
Welcome back from Spring Break. We want to thank all of you for the swift support of 
House Bill 275 (HB 275). After some tough negotiations with the Governor, the House 
Appropriations Committee voted for the bill last week - using $3.1 Billion of the Rainy 
Day Fund to cover shortfalls in the current budget. The bill will soon be considered by 
the full House of Representatives. This was a great start using our collective voice! 
  
Some Spring Branch Speaks business: 
  
We've spoken with a number of legislators about how they prefer to hear from us. 
They want SPECIFICS. Not just "fix education," but "pass HB 275 to lower the 
shortfall in 2011". In fact, Representative Jim Murphy (representing SBISD) wrote an 
editorial in the Memorial Examiner this past week on just this subject, titled "How 
You Can Influence Legislation". 
  
With that in mind, Spring Branch Speaks plans to request your help on specific 
legislation moving through the process of becoming law. We will do our best to give 
you as much advance time to call or email our law makers, but the nature of the 
legislative process may create a last minute "Call to Action". Requests will be specific 
to bills and issues moving through the Texas House and/or Senate so that your efforts 
are as targeted and productive as possible. 
  
Depending on the Call to Action - such as contacting an entire Committee, instead of 
just our district Representatives - we may request that you simply identify yourself as 
a "concerned Texas citizen" or "Texas Public School Parent" to get the most attention 
to your message. Other times we will want to identify ourselves as members of the 
SBISD community. 
  
Thank you again for your effort on Call to Action #1 regarding HB 275 and the use of 
the Rainy Day Funds. We know our voices were heard as one statesperson on the 
Appropriations Committee reported that he got "tons" of emails from our parents and 
found them to be direct but courteous, and helpful to understanding what the citizens 
of Texas wanted him to do. Also, Representative Jessica Farrar (representing SBISD) 
requested permission to add our website to the weekly publication she sends out to 
her constituents, called "Capital Update." 
  
Please forward this email and keep encouraging your friends, family and 
neighbors to sign up at www.springbranchspeaks.com and join our effort to 
build a powerful voice in Austin. 
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Thank you, 

Spring Branch Speaks 
Parent-organized community outreach with SBISD in mind. 
  
Legislative Committee:  
David Davenport          Pam Goodson 
Darci Hubbard             Susan Kellner 
Valerie Paul                Chris Vierra  
  

  
 

 


