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From: Spring Branch Speaks <updates@springbranchspeaks.com>  
Sent: Friday, November 04, 2011 11:16 AM  
To:  
Subject: November Update - Spring Branch Speaks 

  

 

Spring Branch Speaks 
                ... to make our voices heard in Austin. 

 

Dear Spring Branch Speaks members: 
  
It's official - classes are larger 
  
Schools all over the state are starting to show the impact of the last legislative session. 
SBISD, like many other districts, has been forced to increase class size due to decreased 
state funding. This year SBISD applied for state approval of "maximum class size 
exceptions" for 95 - over 50% - of our K-4 classes. Typically, SBISD applies for about 10 
class exemptions. Larger classes are a direct result of the drastically reduced education 
budget from the state.  
  
  
Misinformation from State Legislators 
  
Last spring, the Legislature decreased school funding by over 7%, a cut of 5.3 billion 
dollars. But incredibly, some lawmakers have been taking credit for increasing the amount 
of money going to schools - how is this possible?  
  
In 2009-2010, Texas used Federal "stimulus" money to help fund our schools, so the 
amount of state revenue required was less than prior years. In the current budget, with no 
Federal "stimulus" money, the state should have fully funded its obligation to public 
education. Instead, Texas decreased the overall education budget and did not account for 
the cost of 80,000 new students that move into Texas each year. The graph below shows 
how education funding was sourced since 2007. Anyone who says the state is funding more 
to education this year is using deceptive logic. We must hold our elected officials 
accountable to the facts and we can't let them off the hook for decreasing the overall 
education budget. 
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Information about Proposition 6 - On November ballot 
  
Several people have asked for clarification about Proposition 6, one of the constitutional 
amendments on the November ballot. 
  
The state uses two sources to fund schools: general revenue (tax revenue) and interest 
from the "Permanent School Fund", an endowment that was created over 100 years ago as 
a permanent source of school funding. Currently, the law prohibits touching the principal of 
this fund, and use of the interest is restricted to school funding. 
  
Proposition 6 authorizes distributions of up to $300 million each year of fund principal - but 
the money will not have to be used to fund public schools. Spring Branch Speaks is 
opposed to Proposition 6 because it erodes the principal of our state's education 
endowment while potentially using education funds for non-education expenses. 
  
For more information on Proposition 6, see the following links: 
  
http://www.hro.house.state.tx.us/pdf/focus/amend82.pdf  
http://www.tasb.org/legislative/legislative/reports/2011/documents/psfasf.pdf 
  
  
Thank you for your time and please VOTE! 
  
  

 

  
Spring Branch Speaks 
Parent-organized community outreach with SBISD in mind. 
  
Spring Branch ISD educates a diverse community of 32,000 students on 46 campuses, 
including 57% economically disadvantaged students and 33% limited-English-proficient 
(ESL) students. 
  
(Forward this email to your family and friends - ask them to join, too: 
www.SpringBranchSpeaks.com) 
  

 
   
Legislative Committee:   

David Davenport Angela Martinez Gallagher

Pam Goodson Darci Hubbard 

Susan Kellner Emily Van Buren  

Chris Vierra 




